A Century Ago

A team of English cricketers is going to
the Caribbean to play a series in the
year 1986. I am once more reminded of
the cricket that used to be played in the
Caribbean a hundred years ago.

My father used to play around the
year 1900 and when a team from QRC,
of which I was a member, went to
Tunapuna (his country town) to play, a
man came up to me and told me: “Boy
I am glad to see you. Your father used
to hit the ball always on the top of those
houses there.”

Some of my most precious cricket
memories are the stories my father used
to tell me and I shall now relate one
which will show what cricket meant to a
village population in the Caribbean a
hundred years ago.

My father played for the Young Mod-
ern Ones. They were modern not only
because they were young, but because
they bowled overarm whereas the older
team in Tunapuna bowled underarm.
My father warned me not to despise
underarm bowlers because they got sur-
orising pace with the strange delivery.
They could get the ball to rise and they
*ould also spin it.

The young ones challenged the old
»0ys to a match. The old boys refused
o play against such trash. However,
roth sides joined the competition run

rom Port of Spain 50 that the two clubs
1ad to meet finally. The young ones
;ave the oldsters a proper beating and
-ept on reminding them always that
hey and their underarm were an
ncient and out-moded team of
layers.

The old men, for the most part, took
it. But one of them told my father and
his team: “Go ahead Robert. One day
we are going to play you a match and
put you in your place”. The youth and
my father were sceptical and derisive.

At least one day the Seniors, as they
called themselves, challenged the
youth for a match and it was one of the
greatest events of the time. My father
and his team were certain that they
would win, but they lost and they lost
substantially.

The cause of the disaster was a new
player brought into the match by the
senior men. This man batted and made
97 runs, a tremendous score in those
days and but for the fact he was run out
he would have made one hundred and
never been dismissed.

But worse was to come. When the
youth batted, this newcomer bowled.
He bowled overarm and dismissed the
young batsmen one after the other.
They were lucky to make twenty. When
the game was over the defeated had
nothing to say, but crawled away in
silence to lick their wounds.

The question, however, which
occupied them was: who was this
player? The older team would not say
and as it was the practice in those days
to bring someone from a far part of the
island to strengthen your team, the
matter remained a mystery for years.

One year the island of Grenada was
playing the island of Trinidad in one or
two friendly matches. The photograph
of the Grenada team appeared in the
press. To the astonishment of the youth
of Tunapuna, in the centre of the pic-
ture was their former conqueror, no less

than C.A. Olliverre. He was a famous

West Indian cricketer who had played
for Caribbean XI’s not only at home,
but abroad.

My father told me that when they
realised who the great man was they
were not dissatisfied because it meant
that the older men were so determined
to defeat the impertinent youth that
they must have gone to an infinite
amount of trouble and expense to get
this famous Caribbean player to come
to Trinidad and play a match in the
country.

I, for my part, have always thought
that this event symbolised the deep
roots cricket had made in a West Indian
village a hundred years ago.
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CREATION FOR LIBERATION

CLR JAMES
MAN OF THE PEOPLE

FEBRUARY 18 — MARCH 15 1986

An exhibition of his life and works
open seven days a week
from 11.30am to 7.30pm

including:

LEE€ T UWURE S
on his impact across the continents
19th - 26th February

Literature, Cricket, Politics, Art.
Speakers from USA, Britain, Caribbean
and Africa.

F 1l L M 8
lectures by CLR James on Shakes-
peare, Africa, Solidarity in Poland,
American society, Cricket.

Talking History
— James and EP Thompson
Beyond the Boundary
— James on Cricket

FURTHER INFORMATION

Creation For Liberation. 165 Railton

Road Herne Hill London SE24 OLU
Telephone 01-737 2074

RACE TODAY PUBLICATIONS
by CLR JAMES

HISTORY OF NEGRO REVOLT
£3.50

-
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80th BIRTHDAY LECTURES
£2.50

WALTER RODNEY AND
THE QUESTION OF POWER
90p

available from
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Preview
21— 25 February
8.00pm

no performance on Monday

Press
26 February 7.00pm

The play will run
from

27 February

to 15 March 8.00pm

no performance on Monday

Matinee
performances
Saturday 8 March
3.00pm

Saturday 15 March
3.00pm

Box Office
01-748 3354

Credit cards
booking no.
01-379 6433

Ticket prices
£5.50/ £4.00

£3.50 concessions
previews & matinees
£4.00

£2.50 concessions

Party bookings &
further details

contact

Nick Owen
Annie Reddick or
Andrea Farrell on
01-741 2251

Ext. 41 or 26
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CLRJames's

The Black Jacobins

February 21 — March 15 1986

In what will be a unique experience for British
theatre, Talawa Theatre Company will be present-
ing C L R James's famous historical play The Black
Jacobins, from February 21st to March 15th at River-
side Studios.

The Black Jacobins portrays the only truly success-
ful slave revolt in history: the uprising inspired by
Toussaint L'Ouverture and the savage revolution in
Haiti which was triggered off by the French
Revolution.

Norman Beaton as Toussaint L'Ouverture, Trevor
Laird, Mona Hammond and Brian Bovell head the
cast of over twenty. The play has been perform-
ed only once in Britain, 50 years ago, with Paul
Robeson in the lead. It has, however, been success-
fully produced in Africa, the West Indies and the
United States. For Yvonne Brewster, the play’s
director, the project is of vital significance:

“When a play of such historical authority,
proven distinction, a play of elegance and vis-
ion exists, then it is right that not only the
black community but the general theatre
going public should have an opportunity of .
seeing it produced.”

The Black Jacobins is to be presented as part of the
Focus on C L R James Festival ‘Man of the People’, a
major exhibition to be held concurrently at River-
side, on the life and works of this writer,
philosopher, Marxist historian, Pan-Africanist and
cricket writer, now in his 85th year.

Talawa Theatre Company was set up by Yvonne
Brewster with the aim of using ancient mythologies
and the political experience of our forebears to
inform, enrich and further enlighten modern black
British theatre. So with its first major production
Talawa is now honoured to fulfill that commitment
by presenting C L R James's classic work: The Black
Jacobins.

e
Folndpobs

Design RT Studios 01-733 6627
gLACK & ETy
o Vi

986

armindervir.com

3 =

| Working for London

S
-
D
O
s
<=
m



A HISTORY OF

NEGRO
REVOLT

CLR JAMES

NEW PUBLICATIONS

A HISTORY OF
NEGRO REVOLT
by CLR JAMES
£3.50 (p&p 45p)

DARCUS HOWE on
BLACK SECTIONS

IN THE LABOUR PARTY
£1.00 (p&p 20p)

CLR JAMES'S 80th BIRTHDAY LECTURES

Price: £2.50 {(p&p 45p)

BRICKBATS AND BOUQUETS by Akua Rugg

Price: £2.75 (p&p 45p)

THE STRUGGLE OF ASIAN WORKERS IN BRITAIN
by the Race Today Collective £1.50 (p&p 36p)
WALTER RODNEY AND THE QUESTION OF POWER
by CLR James £0.95(p&p 30p)

THE BLACK EXPLOSION IN BRITISH SCHOOLS

by Farrukh Dhondy, Barbara Beese and

Leila Hassan £1.75 (p&p 36p)

LESSONS OF THE GRENADA REVOLUTION

by John La Rose. (First printed as Comment in July/
August and December 1984 issues of Race Today.)
Price 40p (p&p 20p).

VOICES OF THE LIVING AND THE DEAD

by Linton Kwesi Johnson £1.75 (p&p 30p)
INGLAN IS A BITCH

by Linton Kwesi Johnson £1.75 (p&p 30p)

THE ROAD MAKE TO WALK ON CARNIVAL DAY
by Darcus Howe £1.00 (p&p 30p)

THE RACE TODAY REVIEW 1985 £1.50

(p&p 36p) Reviews for 1982, 1983 and 1984 are
still available

ALLIANCE PUBLICATIONS
THE GRENADA CRISIS
Statements Issued by the Alliance of the Black Parents
Movement, the Black Youth Movement and the Race
Today Collective Price 40p (p8p20p).
THE NEW CROSS MASSACRE STORY. Interviews with
John La Rose Chairman of the New Cross Massacre
Action Committee. Price £1.50 (p&p 45p)

ORDERS TO: RT PUBLICATIONS 165 RAILTON ROAD

HERNE HILL LONDON SE24 OLU. TELEPHONE: 01-737 2268 JL

Riverside Studios Presents
a Talawa Production

The Black Jacobins

Toussaint L'Ouverture & the San Domingo Revolution

By CL R James

Starring
Norman Beaton
Mona Hammond Trevor Laird

Directed by Yvonne Brewster

Designed by Andrea Montag

Musical Director Terri Quaye
Lighting Design Richard Moffat

21 February — 15 March 1986 8.00pm

in what will be a unique experience for Britishitheatre, Talawa
Theatre Company will be presenting C L R James's famous his-
torical play The Black Jacobins, from February 21st to March
15th at Riverside Studios.

The Black Jacobins portrays the only truly successful slave
revolt in history: the uprising inspired by Toussaint L'Ouverture
and the savage revolution in Haiti which was triggered off by the
French Revolution.

For further details contact Nick Owen or Andrea Farrell
on 01-741 2251

SUBSCRIBE

AFTER TEN YEARS RACE TODAY has established

itself as perhaps the only serious journal to inform

on and clarify what blacks in Britain and the peoples
from our countries of origin think and do,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Race Today is a bi-monthly publication.

Individual subscribers (UK) £6.00
Individual subscribers (overseas) £7.00 or $14.000
Institutions (UK) £15.00
Institutions {overseas) £18.00/$36.00
Fighting Subscribers UK £20.00 and overseas $40.00
The above rates include postal charges
(surface mail for overseas subscribers).
If AIR MAIL postage is required please add £5.00 or $10.00.
A fighting subscription enables you (0 receive Race Today
and copies of pamphlets we have published.

(BLOCK CAPITALS)
NAME/INSTITUTION ....coniinnncanan

...............................................
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SUBSCRIPTION ...........

AMOUNT ENCLOSED ....vvvvvvivns \ .................... ....,..'.9@
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Return iurrrl_ L&i: G L C
RACE TODAY

165 Raitton Road London SE24 OIE'_U. Telephone: 01-737 2268
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